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'The  Shekel’ wins  ana  award  again 


President’s  message 


It  is  with  great  plea- 
sure that  I announce  that 
your  magazine  The  Shekel  has  been 
selected  by  a panel  of  judges  to  re- 
ceive the  first-place  ANA  Outstanding 
Regional  Club  Publication  Award  in 
the  “Specialty”  category  for  2014. 

This  is  the  second  year  in  a row 
that  we  have  won  this  distinguished 
award,  and  I sincerely  thank  our  editor 
Andy  Perala  and  all  of  our  contribu- 
tors. Let  us  know  if  you  would  like  to 
write  an  article  in  the  future. 

Since  no  one  new  ran  for  the 
Board  of  Directors  this  year,  the  three 
members  whose  terms  were  up  - Josh 
Prottas,  Roger  Merritt  and  Ira  Rezak 
- were  automatically  re-elected  for 
terms  expiring  in  2017. 

And  since  no 
one  submitted  a 
suitable  design 
for  AINA’s  2015 
medal,  I have  cre- 
ated one,  with  the 
artistic  help  of  Paul 
Conner,  inspired 
by  the  Passover 
song  Chad  Gadya: 

“One  little  goat . . . Which  my  father 
bought  for  two  zuzim.” 

All  2015  AINA  members  will 
receive  this  free,  and  I am  sure  that 
many  will  want  to  award  it  to  the  child 
finding  the  afikomen*. 

As  a bonus,  this  medal  will  also 
celebrate  the  Chinese  Year  of  the 
Goat! 


In  further  news,  unfortunately, 
more  than  45  years  of  support  to 
AINA  from  the  Israel  Government 
Coins  and  Medals  Corporation  (later 
the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corpo- 
ration) has  come  to  an  end  due  to 
budgetary  limitations  of  the  ICMC. 
While  you  no  longer  will  see  their  ads 
in  The  Shekel , you  will  continue  to 
read  articles  about  new  issues,  and  the 
ICMC  will  continue  to  promote  AINA 
membership  on  their  web  site. 

Because  the  ICMC  no  longer  will 
print  The  Shekel  in  Israel,  that  means 
it  will  be  printed  in  the  United  States, 
and  it  also  means  that  hopefully  AINA 
members  will  receive  our  award-win- 
ning publication  faster  in  the  future. 
We  greatly  appreciate  your 
membership  in  AINA.  Let  us 
know  anytime  we  can  be  of  as- 
sistance. And  please  spread  the 
word  about  our  beautiful  and 
informative  Shekel  magazine  to 
your  friends  and  relatives;  we 
would  appreciate  their  member- 
ships as  well! 

Happy  collecting, 

HI 

* During  the  Passover  meal,  a half 
piece  of  matzah  (called  afikomen)  is 
hidden,  and  the  child  who  finds  it  is 
awarded  a prize. 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


1850  Franz  Joseph  I official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  & General  Com- 
mander of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo- 
dore (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  - Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser- 
bia, by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a common  name,  so  it  could  be  a relative  or  not. 


Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSA  $500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig- 
nature; split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A.H.  Lazar 
(“THANK  YOU  - IT  COMES  FROM  - CALL 
AGAIN  - IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  - THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  - ALLENDALE,  SC”) 

CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #l,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/ (239)~3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


$500  CSA 
- LAZAR 


&U  liimtnVriitr 
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Herzl  Passport 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni- 
versary of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Germans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 


Houghton 

Works  of Art  from  i \ o vg  hton 

Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8 December 
1994.  Edition  pro- 
vides  extensive  infor- 
mation about  Philip  < Mudsill'S 

& Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  361pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota- 
tions or  markings.  Unopened. 
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Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 


AUCTIONEERS 


We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Judaean  and  Israel  coins  to  our  next  auction 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


Call 

800-978-2646 

today! 


GoldberG 


Knowledge.  Integrity  Responsibility. 


||MEMBER|)  IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  Family  Tradition  Since  1931 

11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 
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Israel  basketball 
team  win  Euro 

CHAMPIONSHIP 


In  May,  the  team  Maccabi 
Electra  Tel  Aviv  won  the  2014 
Euroleague  championship  in  bas- 
ketball - beating  Real  Madrid  96-86 
in  a nail-biting  overtime  victory. 

The  Euroleague  is  the  most  im- 
portant club  basketball  association 
in  Europe.  Maccabi  has  won  the 
title  six  times:  in  1977,  1981,  2001, 
2004,  2005  and  2014. 

This  year’s  title  was  doubly 
impressive  - throughout  the  season 


Maccabi  was  the  ultimate  underdog 
that  nobody  took  seriously  as  a con- 
tender for  the  championship. 

Celebrations  in  Israel  were  ecstat- 
ic with  people  were  dancing  in  the 
streets  of  Tel  Aviv  and  jumping  into 
the  Victory  pool  in  Rabin  Square. 

Israel’s  91 -year-old  president, 
Shimon  Peres,  said  that  he  “jumped 
off  his  chair”  and  nearly  “had  a 
heart  attack”  he  was  so  excited 

Continued 
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At  a meeting  in  the  private  resident  of  the  President  of  Israel  Shimon  Peres,  the  team  was 
hailed  by  the  President:  “You  are  indeed  the  best  ambassadors  of  the  state  of  Israel.  ” 


Continued 

about  the  victory.  (No  worries 
though  - the  president  was  fine  and 
just  used  a bit  of  poetic  hyperbole 
to  express  his  delight.) 

When  the  newly-crowned  Eurole- 
ague Champions,  Maccabi  Electra 
Tel  Aviv,  were  welcomed  to  the  of- 
ficial residence  of  President  Shimon 
Peres,  Peres  proclaimed  that  “You 
are  indeed  the  best  ambassadors  of 
the  state  of  Israel.”  For  collectors, 
there  are  several  basketball-related 
medals  issued  within  Israel  that 
may  be  of  interest.  Two  are  shown 
with  this  story,  mi 

Basketball  medal  in  Israel  s Sport  in 
Israel  Series  features  two  basketball 
players,  one  shooting  a basket,  the 
other  defending,  with  artist  s signature 
below.  The  word  “BASKETBALL  ” in 
Hebrew  and  English  is  on  the  left.  The 
Sport  in  Israel  Series  consists  of  12 
Medals  representing  the  12  most  popular 
action  sports  in  Israel;  each  medal  is 
minted  in  copper-nickel  and  is  38.5  mm 
diameter. 
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The  continuing  mysteries 

OF  THE 


TUI  A.S9PQ 

Xce«>ix^ 


By  Matti  Friedman 


Developments  in  the  saga  of  the 
missing  perfect  copy  of  the  Hebrew 
Bible,  whose  future  is  still  unknown 

am  not  sure  I expected  the  story 
of  the  long-forgotten  Aleppo 
Codex,  the  perfect  copy  of  the 
Hebrew  Bible,  to  occupy  me  for 
very  long  after  the  publication  of  my 
book  (The  Aleppo  Codex:  In  Pursuit 
of  One  of  the  World  s Most  Cov- 
eted, Sacred  and  Mysterious  Books ) 
on  the  subject  in  2012.  I thought  I 
would  soon  be  on  to  other  things, 
which  is  the  way  journalism  tends  to 
work.  But,  as  sometimes  happens, 
the  story  has  taken  on  a life  of  its 
own:  a cover-up  energized  by  the 


Above,  a section  of  the  Aleppo  Codex  and  the 
obverse  of  the  2003  official  Israel  state  medal 
honoring  the  Aleppo  Codex.  (Please  see  the 
reverse  of  the  medal  on  the  next  page) 

fallout  from  my  book;  the  rejuve- 
nated activities  of  a small  group  of 
codex  loyalists  ranging  in  age  from 
36  (me)  to  82  (former  Mossad  case 
officer  Raff  Sutton);  and  a recent 
edict  issued  against  me  by  a promi- 
nent rabbi  in  New  York.  In  short,  the 
story  of  the  Aleppo  Codex  is  alive 
today  as  it  has  not  been  in  many 
decades,  and  I believe  an  update 
on  developments  over  the  past  two 
years  is  warranted  for  those  who 
find  themselves  fascinated  by  the 

Continued 


8 


A page  from  the 
Aleppo  Codex, 
Deuteronomy. 
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Continued 

strange  and  ongoing  saga  of  one  of 
the  most  important  manuscripts  on 
earth. 

*** 

The  Aleppo  Codex 

First,  for  readers  unfamiliar  with 
the  story,  a brief  summary  of  the 
background. 

The  Aleppo  Codex,  a bound  book 
of  approximately  500  parchment 
pages,  was  compiled  in  Tiberias 
around  the  year  930  C.E.,  making  it 
the  oldest  known  copy  of  the  com- 
plete Bible.  It  was  moved  to  Jeru- 
salem, stolen  by  crusaders  in  1099, 

Continued 


Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions 
The  Aleppo  Synagogue  depicted  on  reverse 
of  Israel  state  medal  honoring  the  Aleppo 
Codex,  in  gold,  issued  in  2003.  The  medal 
obverse  is  shown  on  the  previous  page. 
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Mystery  of  the  missing  codex  pages 


I . J , f r-r-  s - 


I M «.  t 

* • - I • ■ : -»  ;«l 


Image  of photograph  of  a now-missing  page  from  the  Aleppo  Codex  taken  in  1910  by 
Joseph  Segall  and  published  in  “Travels  through  Northern  Syria  ” (London,  1910),  p.  99. 


Continued 

ransomed  by  the  Jews  of  Cairo,  and 
studied  by  the  philosopher  Mai- 
monides,  who  declared  it  the  most 
accurate  version  of  the  holy  text. 

It  was  later  taken  to  Aleppo,  Syria, 
and  guarded  for  six  centuries.  There 
it  became  known  as  the  “Crown  of 
Aleppo.” 

In  1947,  in  a riot  that  followed  the 
United  Nations  vote  on  the  partition 
of  Palestine,  the  codex  disappeared, 
surfacing  1 0 years  later  in  mysteri- 
ous circumstances  in  the  new  state 
of  Israel.  The  codex  is  currently  held 
in  the  Israel  Museum,  in  the  same 
building  as  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 


It  is  controlled  not  by  the  museum, 
however,  but  by  a prestigious  aca- 
demic body,  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute, 
founded  by  Israel’s  second  presi- 
dent, Yitzhak  Ben-Zvi. 

Somewhere  along  the  way  in  the 
mid-20th  century,  200  priceless 
pages  - around  40  percent  of  the 
total  - went  missing.  These  include 
the  most  important  pages:  the  Torah, 
or  Five  Books  of  Moses. 

There  are  two  mysteries  linked  to 
the  codex.  The  first:  How  did  the 
book  move  to  Israel  from  a grotto  in 
Aleppo’s  Great  Synagogue  and  ef- 
fectively become  the  property  of  the 
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Powerful  voices  defend  codex  keeper 


The  Aleppo  Synagogue  as  shown  in  a model  at  the  Beit 
Hatfutsot,  The  Museum  of  the  Jewish  People. 


Continued 

new  state?  And  the  sec- 
ond: How  did  its  missing 
pages  vanish,  and  where 
might  they  be  now? 

On  the  subject  of  the 
first  mystery,  the  official 
version  of  the  story  ac- 
cepted for  five  decades 
claimed  that  the  manu- 
script had  been  ceded  will- 
ingly to  the  state  of  Israel 
by  the  Jews  of  Aleppo.  My 
investigation  showed  this 
was  not  the  case. 

In  fact,  the  manuscript 
was  taken  by  the  state  in  a complex 
maneuver  involving  Israeli  agents 
who  intercepted  the  manuscript 
after  it  was  smuggled  from  Syria 
into  Turkey  concealed  in  a washing 
machine. 

After  its  arrival  in  Israel,  the 
manuscript  became  the  subject  of 
a court  battle  between  the  Jews  of 
Aleppo  and  Israeli  officials.  The  trial 
embarrassed  figures  in  the  govern- 
ment and  was  never  made  public. 
The  proceedings  were  made  subject 
to  a publication  ban  imposed  in 
1958  and  never  revoked;  I published 
the  transcripts  for  the  first  time  54 
years  later. 

The  second  mystery,  that  of  the 
missing  pages,  was  long  famous 
among  a small  number  of  people  - 
Bible  professors,  Aleppo  exiles,  and 
a few  others.  The  official  version  of 
the  story,  propagated  by  the  academ- 


ics in  Israel  who  control  the  manu- 
script, claimed  the  pages  vanished 
in  Aleppo  around  the  time  of  the 
1 947  riot.  But  we  know  now  that  the 
manuscript  was  seen  whole  as  late 
as  1952,  five  years  later.  The  first  de- 
scription of  any  significant  damage 
to  the  codex  dates,  strikingly,  only  to 
1958  - after  the  manuscript  reached 
the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  in  Jerusalem. 

At  around  the  same  time,  my 
investigation  found,  dozens  of 
valuable  books  and  manuscripts 
vanished  from  the  library  of  the 
same  institute.  When  I approached 
former  officials  at  the  institute  with 
evidence  of  the  other  missing  books, 
several  went  on  record  saying  the 
man  responsible  for  their  disap- 
pearance was  the  institute’s  direc- 
tor at  the  time,  Meir  Benayahu,  a 
scholar  who  throughout  a long  and 
illustrious  career  studied,  collected, 
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bought,  and  sold  rare  Hebrew  books. 
He  left  his  post  amid  a legal  battle 
over  control  of  the  institute  in  1970. 

Benayahu,  who  died  in  2009,  came 
from  a powerful  political  family 
with  roots  in  Iraq;  he  was  the  son  of 
a Sephardic  chief  rabbi,  Yitzhak  Nis- 
sim,  and  brother  of  a senior  Likud 
cabinet  minister,  Moshe  Nissim.  (As 
was  common  in  those  years,  Bena- 
yahu adopted  a more  modem  and 
Israeli-sounding  last  name.) 

This  scandal  has  long  been  known 
in  Israel’s  small  and  insular  academ- 
ic world  but  was  never  made  public. 
Legal  proceedings  were  avoided  at 
the  time  thanks  to  the  direct  inter- 
vention of  Israel’s  president,  Zalman 
Shazar.  Police  were  never  sum- 
moned, no  charges  were  filed,  and 
no  books  were  returned.  Benayahu ’s 
family  denies  any  wrongdoing  and 
says  the  accusations  against  him  are 
a smear  campaign  aimed  at  cover- 
ing up  thefts  by  other  people;  they 
have  asked,  rightly,  why  no  one 
went  to  the  police  at  the  time.  Today 
Benayahu’s  family  owns  a collection 
of  Hebrew  texts  that  is  one  of  the 
world’s  largest  in  private  hands. 

Whatever  precisely  happened  at 
the  Ben-Zvi  Institute,  the  long-bur- 
ied affair  of  the  institute’s  vanished 
books  - whether  it  is  connected 
or  not  to  the  disappearance  of  the 
codex  pages  - is  arguably  the  worst 
corruption  scandal  in  the  history  of 
the  Israeli  academy. 


Among  the  figures  who  have 
gone  on  record  saying  Benayahu 
was  responsible  for  the  institute’s 
missing  books  are  Zvi  Zameret,  the 
institute’s  longtime  administrative 
director  and  subsequently  one  of  the 
top  officials  in  Israel’s  Education 
Ministry;  Joseph  Hacker,  professor 
emeritus  at  Hebrew  University  and  a 
former  deputy  director  of  the  insti- 
tute; and  the  late  Yom-Tov  Assis, 
the  professor  who  headed  the  Ben- 
Zvi  Institute  at  the  time  of  my  own 
investigation. 

Are  the  missing  codex  pages 

linked  to  the  broader  disappearance 

of  books  from  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute? 

The  scholars  of  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute 

have  resisted  any  investigation  while 

failing  to  produce  any  evidence  to 

dispel  the  suspicion. 

*** 

The  Cheese  Merchant 

At  the  center  of  the  codex’s  story 
is  the  Jewish  community  of  Aleppo, 
Syria.  No  Jews  are  left  in  Aleppo  to- 
day, but  the  Syrian  exile  community 
rooted  in  that  city  remains  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  tightly  knit  in 
the  Jewish  world. 

The  community’s  largest  outpost 
is  located  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  with 
others  in  nearby  Deal,  N.J.,  and  scat- 
tered throughout  Central  and  South 
America.  Nowhere  was  the  emo- 
tional response  to  the  publication 
of  the  story  as  strong  as  among  the 
descendants  of  the  Aleppo  Jews. 

Continued 


12 


Court  transcript  revelatory 


WHl!?1  P32. 

n’tinn  d 


1985  banknote  featured  Yitzhak  Ben-Zvi,  the  second  President  of  Israel.  Ben-Zvi  headed 
the  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Oriental  Jewish  Communities  in  the  Middle  East,  which  he 
founded  in  1948,  later  named  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute. 


Continued 

Not  long  after  publication,  I was 
informed  by  contacts  in  the  commu- 
nity that  what  had  been  intended  as  a 
small  book  club  meeting  at  a private 
home  in  Deal  had  drawn  around  70 
people  and  become  quite  heated.  At 
around  the  same  time,  emails  cir- 
culated warning  people  not  to  read 
my  book  because  it  defamed  certain 
prominent  members  of  the  Syrian 
community. 

The  most  important  of  the  figures 
in  question  is  Murad  Faham,  an 
Aleppo  cheese  merchant  who  risked 
his  life  to  smuggle  the  codex  out  of 
Syria  into  Turkey  and  then  to  Israel 
in  1957.  Upon  arrival,  he  turned 
the  manuscript  over  to  representa- 
tives of  the  state  of  Israel.  (Faham 
lived  most  of  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
the  community’s  hub  in  Flatbush, 


where  he  was  well  known  for  his 
role  in  the  codex’s  travels.  He  died 
in  1982.) 

In  the  official  version  of  the  story, 
the  one  supported  by  the  academ- 
ics of  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  and  by 
Faham  and  his  descendants,  the 
cheese  merchant  was  following  the 
instructions  of  the  two  chief  rabbis 
of  Aleppo  when  he  gave  the  manu- 
script to  the  state. 

When  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  - 
which  is  affiliated  with  Hebrew 
University,  perhaps  Israel’s  most 
important  institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing - published  an  official  history 
of  the  codex  in  1985,  the  scholars 
chose  not  to  contradict  this  version 
of  events  even  though  they  knew  it 
to  be  fictitious. 

What  actually  happened,  as  the 
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Who  was  supposed  to  keep  codex? 

Continued 

transcripts  of  the  trial  c 

show,  is  that  the  two 
chief  rabbis  of  Aleppo 
instructed  Faham  to  take 
the  codex  to  Israel  and 
entrust  it  not  to  the  state 
but  to  the  senior  Aleppo 
rabbi  in  Israel,  a scholar 
named  Isaac  Dayan.  They 
never  intended  for  it  to 
leave  the  community. 

Under  pressure  from 
state  representatives,  Fa- 
ham  disobeyed  them,  and 
that  is  how  the  communi- 
ty lost  control  of  its  most 
important  possession. 

My  book  did  not 
include  copies  of  docu- 
ments, and  this  allowed 
some  to  suggest  I was 

fabricating  this  conclu-  Author  s research:  Previously  unrevealed  court  transcript. 
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sion.  I have  thus  included 
here  a page  from  the  transcript  of 
a court  hearing  on  March  1,  1960, 
at  which  the  two  rabbis  make  clear 
what  happened. 

“We  believe  the  Crown  of  the 
Torah  is  dedicated  to,  and  belongs 
to,  the  Aleppo  community,  and  that 
should  not  be  changed  at  all.  We 
gave  an  object  to  a man  who  be- 
trayed his  mission,”  one  of  the  two 
chief  rabbis,  Moshe  Tawil,  told  the 
court. 

“If  Rabbi  Dayan  had  not  been  in 
Israel,  we  would  not  have  sent  the 
Crown  under  any  circumstances.” 


“We  gave  the  Crown  to  Mr.  Faham 
to  give  it  to  Rabbi  Isaac  Dayan,” 
testified  the  second  rabbi,  Salim 
Zaafrani. 

“We  did  not  tell  him  to  give  it  to 
someone  else  at  all,  and  he  did  not 
have  permission  to  do  so.  ...  It  is  the 
property  of  the  Aleppo  community, 
and  not  of  the  state  of  Israel.” 

One  of  the  central  and  controver- 
sial questions  in  this  story  is  where 
the  Aleppo  Jews  who  sent  the  manu- 
script to  Israel  intended  for  it  to 
end  up.  For  those  still  in  doubt,  this 
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document  should  clarify  the  matter. 

The  Director 

This  January,  the  Israeli  reporter 
Yifat  Erlich  published  an  investiga- 
tion in  the  newspapers  Maariv  and 
Makor  Rishon  picking  up  where 
mine  left  off.  She  focused  on  Bena- 
yahu,  the  former  director  of  the  Ben- 
Zvi  Institute.  Faced  with  another 
reporter  sniffing  around  the  skeleton 
in  its  closet,  the  institute  granted  her 
access  to  more  files  than  had  been 
available  to  me  - but  gave  her  noth- 
ing directly  related  to  Benayahu. 

The  institute  said  it  was  not  re- 
quired by  law  to  disclose  “internal 
memoranda”  or  anything  that  could 
constitute  an  invasion  of  privacy. 
This  was  the  institute’s  decision 
even  though  its  own  director  had 
gone  on  record  in  the  daily  Yediot 
Ahronot  in  May  2012  in  response  to 
another  reporter’s  questions  about 
my  book,  confirming  what  he  euphe- 
mistically referred  to  as  a “serious 
disagreement  between  the  Ben-Zvi 
Institute  and  an  employee  who  left 
in  1970  related  to  the  absence  of 
manuscripts  and  books.”  (Even  in 
this  admission  the  institute  could  not 
be  entirely  honest;  the  “employee,” 
Benayahu,  was  in  fact  the  institute’s 
founding  director  and  sole  adminis- 
trator at  the  time.) 

According  to  Joseph  Hacker,  one 
of  the  academics  who  agreed  to 
detail  the  charges  against  the  former 


director  in  interviews  with  me  and 
later  with  Erlich,  a list  was  compiled 
after  the  director’s  departure  of 
books  he  was  known  to  have  taken. 

This  list  is  what  both  Erlich  and 
I were  looking  for;  if  it  still  ex- 
ists, however,  it  has  yet  to  be  made 
public.  Hacker  told  Erlich  that  he 
consulted  one  rare  manuscript  in 
the  Ben-Zvi  Institute’s  library  in  the 
1960s  and  then  returned  a few  years 
later  to  be  informed  by  Benayahu 
that  the  same  manuscript  was,  in 
fact,  his  own  property  and  was  no 
longer  available  for  research. 

“It  was  obvious  that  the  border 
between  the  institute’s  property  and 
the  director’s  property  was  blurry,” 
Hacker  said. 

Erlich  uncovered  significant 
information  in  Israel’s  state  archive 
(where  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  could 
not  restrict  her  access)  and  else- 
where that  allowed  her  to  publish 
more  details  of  the  corruption  scan- 
dal that  rocked  the  institute  around 
1970. 

The  fight  at  the  institute,  she 
found,  reached  not  only  the  presi- 
dent but  also  the  prime  minister, 
Golda  Meir,  and  the  attorney 
general.  Benayahu,  the  reporter’s 
documents  showed,  had  responded 
to  his  removal  with  the  astonishing 
legal  claim  that  the  Ben-Zvi  Insti- 
tute, a public  institution,  was  owned 
privately  by  him  - that  is,  that  the 
institute’s  collection  was  in  fact  his 
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own.  After  he  was  forced  out,  she 
reported,  he  returned  to  the  institute 
without  permission;  when  the  new 
administrators  changed  the  locks  he 
broke  in,  and  eventually  a guard  had 
to  be  posted  to  bar  his  entry. 

An  audit  by  the  state  comptrol- 
ler, the  official  Israeli  government 
watchdog,  from  September  1970, 
found  that  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute 
library  held  around  8,000  books  and 
1,992  manuscripts  - but  that  only 
half  of  them  had  been  cataloged 
under  Benayahu’s  care.  That  meant 
there  was  no  way  of  knowing  what, 
precisely,  the  institute  had,  or  once 
had,  and  what  was  missing. 

Like  me,  Erlich  turned  up  no 
smoking  gun  in  the  case  of  the 
codex  - there  is  no  evidence  linking 
Benayahu  to  that  disappearance. 

(A  dealer  in  rare  books  who  ap- 
pears to  have  been  selling  codex 
pages  on  the  black  market  in  Jerusa- 
lem in  the  mid-1980s,  and  who  died 
mysteriously  in  a hotel  room  a short 
time  later,  was  an  acquaintance  of 
Benayahu’s  and  met  with  the  for- 
mer director  a short  time  before  his 
death.  But  because  the  world  of  rare 
Hebrew  books  is  small  and  dealers 
and  collectors  know  each  other,  this 
fact  is  interesting  but  not  incriminat- 
ing.) 

But  neither  did  Erlich  find  evi- 
dence for  any  significant  absence 
of  pages  from  the  codex  before  it 
reached  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  and  its 


director  at  the  end  of  January  1958. 
Only  afterwards  was  the  absence  of 
200  pages  noted. 

The  disappearance  of  the  Torah 
section  of  the  codex  is  impossible  to 
miss,  and  it  is  hard  to  imagine  that 
damage  of  this  kind  to  the  world’s 
most  important  Bible  would  not 
be  mentioned  by  any  of  the  literate 
Jews  who  handled  the  manuscript 
in  the  decade  between  the  Aleppo 
riot  and  the  manuscript’s  arrival  in 
Israel.  But  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
any  documents  - not  mentioned,  that 
is,  before  the  manuscript  reached 
the  institute.  The  first  to  record  the 
absence  was  Benayahu. 

Erlich’s  article  added  one  particu- 
larly important  new  detail  for  sleuths 
on  the  trail  of  the  codex. 

When  the  manuscript  reached 
Israel,  it  was  first  given  to  the  head 
of  the  Jewish  Agency’s  immigra- 
tion department,  Shlomo  Zalman 
Shragai.  The  agency  official  held  it 
for  more  than  two  weeks  in  January 
1958  before  turning  it  over  to  the 
institute.  Shragai ’s  testimony  is  thus 
crucial — an  educated  man,  he  would 
surely  have  noticed  if  the  pages  were 
there  or  not.  If  they  were  already 
gone,  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  is  inno- 
cent. If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were 
there  when  Shragai  had  the  codex, 
the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  is  responsible 
for  their  disappearance. 

Shragai,  however,  left  no  written 
testimony,  or  at  least  none  that  I or 
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the  other  Aleppo  Codex  detectives 
have  been  able  to  find.  This  testimo- 
ny - which  I believe  almost  certainly 
exists  somewhere  - is  one  of  the 
holy  grails  of  the  codex  mystery. 

A second-hand  account  of  Shr- 
agai’s  testimony  does  exist,  howev- 
er. It  was  collected  in  1993,  shortly 
before  Shragai’s  death,  by  Rafi 
Sutton,  the  former  Mossad  man  who 
led  a codex  investigation  for  a TV 
documentary  that  aired  in  Israel. 

According  to  Sutton,  Shragai  told 
him  that  when  he  had  the  codex  it 
was  whole  or  nearly  whole.  The 
pages,  Shragai  said,  went  missing 
after  he  last  saw  the  manuscript  - 
they  went  missing,  that  is,  at  the 
Ben-Zvi  Institute. 

Although  I know  Rafi  well  and 
have  found  him  to  be  entirely  trust- 
worthy and  his  memory  reliable,  I 
chose  not  to  include  this  information 
in  my  book  because  I did  not  have 
a recording  of  this  conversation  or 
written  notes  made  at  the  time. 

But  after  the  publication  of  my 
book,  Ezra  Kassin,  the  unofficial 
chairman  of  the  informal  group 
I have  come  to  think  of  as  the 
“Aleppo  Codex  Underground,”  lo- 
cated Shragai’s  elderly  son  Ovadia. 
Ovadia  was  at  home  the  night  the 
codex  was  brought  to  his  father  in 
1958.  Ovadia  said  that  he  had  seen 
the  manuscript  - and  it  was  whole 
except  for  a small  number  of  pages. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Torah,  he  said, 


was  present  and  accounted  for.  This 
matched  the  testimony  given  to  Rafi 
Sutton  by  the  elder  Shragai  years  be- 
fore. Kassin  taped  the  conversation. 

Erlich  included  this  new  piece  of 
the  puzzle  in  her  newspaper  inves- 
tigation, putting  the  onus  for  the 
disappearance  more  firmly  on  the 
Ben-Zvi  Institute. 

The  institute,  for  its  part,  has  been 
unable  to  come  up  with  any  indica- 
tion that  the  pages  were  missing 
when  the  manuscript  arrived.  This 
being  the  case,  its  strategy  seems  to 
obfuscate  and  lie  low  until  the  cur- 
rent wave  of  interest  and  suspicion 
dissipates.  (This  approach,  which 
reporters  are  used  to  encountering 
from  politicians  and  military  of- 
ficials, is  even  less  edifying  when 
practiced  by  academic  historians.) 

A conference  on  the  codex 
planned  jointly  by  the  Ben-Zvi 
Institute,  Hebrew  University,  and  the 
Israel  Museum  was  canceled  abrupt- 
ly and  unilaterally  by  the  institute 
earlier  this  year,  to  the  surprise  of 
many  of  those  involved,  with  the  ex- 
planation that  there  was  nothing  new 
and  substantial  worth  discussing. 

When  I asked  the  institute’s  cur- 
rent director,  Prof.  Meir  Bar- Asher, 
about  the  odd  cancellation  in  a list 
of  questions  I submitted  to  him  this 
month,  he  said  the  institute  had 
consulted  with  “scholars”  who  did 
not  think  there  was  any  new  infor- 
mation on  the  codex  that  warranted 
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a conference.  I noted  that  the  two 
leading  scholars  of  the  codex  (Prof. 
Yosef  Ofer  of  Bar-Ilan  University 
and  Dr.  Rafael  Zer  of  Hebrew  Uni- 
versity) wanted  to  hold  the  confer- 
ence and  objected  to  its  cancella- 
tion, and  I asked  for  the  names  of 
the  codex  scholars  who  supposedly 
thought  otherwise.  (I  am  doubtful 
that  these  scholars  exist  and  believe 
the  conference  was  canceled  to  save 
the  institute  further  attention  and 
embarrassment.)  The  professor  did 
not  reply. 

When  I contacted  Benayahu’s 
family  for  a response  before  the 
publication  of  my  book,  I received 
a long  letter  defending  him,  which 
I duly  quoted.  But  the  family  did 
not  contact  me  further  at  the  time 
and  has  not  since.  When  Erlich 
approached  them  for  a response, 
however,  she  was  greeted  with  a 
vehement  reaction  - the  family  hav- 
ing presumably  realized  by  this  time 
the  threat  not  only  to  their  reputation 
but,  at  least  potentially,  to  their  col- 
lection. 

Arriving  at  a meeting  with  the 
family,  Erlich  told  me,  she  found 
herself  confronted  not  only  by  Chan- 
an  Benayahu,  the  director’s  son,  who 
currently  controls  the  collection,  but 
also  by  Moshe  Nissim,  the  director’s 
brother  and  a former  finance  minis- 
ter who  now  heads  a large  law  firm; 
by  another  prominent  lawyer  present 
at  the  family’s  request;  and  by  a PR 


professional  engaged  by  the  family. 

Erlich  taped  the  unpleasant  con- 
versation that  ensued.  Pressure  on 
Erlich,  her  editors,  and  her  publisher 
to  withhold  the  article  did  not  suc- 
ceed, and  it  came  out  on  Jan.  17,  of 
this  year  (2014). 

“Erlich’s  conclusions  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  facts,”  read  the  family’s 
response  included  in  the  article. 

“The  ‘investigation’  includes 
cheap  gossip,  fabrications,  fic- 
tions, and  libel.  It  is  a collection  of 
nonsense  infused  with  malignance, 
jealousy,  and  pathetic  conspiracy 
theories.” 

The  response  goes  on  to  attack 
Erlich  for  basing  her  conclusions  on 
anonymous  sources;  in  fact  her  im- 
portant sources  were  named,  as  were 
mine,  and  even  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute 
itself  has  grudgingly  confirmed  the 
affair. 

The  scholars  and  historians  of  the 
Ben-Zvi  Institute,  for  their  part,  gave 
Erlich  a typically  evasive  response 
that  avoided  addressing  the  theft  but 
noted,  tellingly,  that  their  collection 
had  been  run  well  “for  the  last  40 
years”  - that  is,  since  Benayahu’s  de- 
parture. They  justified  their  refusal 
to  make  all  documents  about  the 
matter  public  by  pointing  to  clauses 
in  Israel’s  Freedom  of  Information 
Act. 

In  a response  to  my  questions  this 
month,  the  current  director,  Bar- 
Asher,  asserted  that  the  institute 
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“is  not  concealing 
a thing.”  When 
I noted  that  the 
institute  in  fact 
admits  it  is  con- 
cealing documents 
and  wondered  if  it 
planned  to  change 
this  policy,  he  did 
not  reply. 

I asked  if  the 
institute  denied  the 
theft  of  its  books 
and  the  suspicions 
regarding  the 
Aleppo  Codex,  and 
if  not,  why  it  did 
not  initiate  a trans- 
parent investigation 
into  the  matter  - the 
institute  is  not,  after 
all,  a private  busi- 
ness, but  a scholar- 
ly body  funded  by 
the  public  to  docu- 
ment and  preserve 
the  heritage  of  the 
Jews  of  the  East. 

The  professor  did  not  reply. 

The  Silvera  Manuscript 

In  2010,  while  in  New  York  to 
conduct  research  for  my  book,  I met 
a man  named  Maurice  Silvera  in 
an  Aleppo  synagogue  a few  paces 
from  Central  Park.  Silvera  showed 
me  two  receipts  from  the  Ben-Zvi 
Institute  for  a valuable  Bible  manu- 


script donated  by  his  father  to  the 
institute  in  1961.  One  was  signed  by 
President  Ben-Zvi  himself,  and  the 
other  by  Benayahu.  He  wondered  if 
I might  help  him  locate  the  manu- 
script. 

I took  the  documents  back  to 
Jerusalem  and  found  that  the  manu- 
script had  vanished.  Confronted  with 
the  receipts,  the  official  responsible 
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for  administration  of  the  institute 
for  nearly  30  years,  Zvi  Zameret, 
went  on  record  naming  Benayahu 
and  attributing  the  disappearance  of 
“dozens”  of  manuscripts  to  him. 

It  was  the  two  receipts,  and  Za- 
meret’s  forthright  admission,  that 
allowed  me  to  make  public  the  exis- 
tence of  this  affair  for  the  first  time. 

After  I informed  the  Silveras,  the 
family  engaged  an  Israeli  law  firm 
and  asked  the  institute  to  explain  the 
disappearance  of  the  family’s  manu- 
script. 

When  the  scholars  of  the  institute 
decided  that  the  demands  of  aca- 
demic integrity  did  not  require  them 
to  be  helpful  and  instead  delayed, 
the  family’s  lawyers  contacted  the 
state  comptroller.  (The  Ben-Zvi 
Institute  is  a state  agency,  receiving 
its  budget  from  the  public  coffers 
and  thus  must  answer  to  the  comp- 
troller.) 

The  institute  then  came  up  with 
what  I believe  it  imagined  to  be  a 
canny  legal  ploy:  Because  an  admin- 
istrative re-organization  was  carried 
out  in  1969,  attaching  the  institute 
to  a new  body  known  as  Yad  Ben- 
Zvi,  their  lawyers  claimed  that  the 
institute  after  1 969  was  no  longer 
the  same  institute  as  the  one  before. 
While  it  might  have  the  same  name, 
that  is,  it  bore  no  responsibility  for 
anything  that  its  institutional  pre- 
decessor might  or  might  not  have 
done. 


Furthermore,  the  scholars  had 
looked  around  for  the  Silvera 
manuscript  and  hadn’t  found  it.  The 
comptroller  accepted  this  absurd  ex- 
planation and  refused  to  investigate 
further. 

The  Silvera  family’s  lawyer, 

Yaron  Gaver,  described  this  to  me 
at  the  time  as  a “continuation  of  the 
scandalous  behavior  of  government 
agencies  in  this  case. 

“There  is  no  logical  explanation 
given  here  for  the  disappearance  of  a 
treasure  of  historical  significance  to 
the  Jewish  people,”  Gaver  said. 

The  institute’s  scholars  and  law- 
yers may  or  may  not  realize  how 
disappointing  their  legal  explana- 
tion will  seem  to  any  who  resent  the 
transformation  of  the  public  heritage 
into  private  property. 

But  they  do  not,  I believe,  real- 
ize what  their  position  would  mean 
should  a challenge  ever  be  mounted 
in  court  to  the  institute’s  control  of 
the  codex,  which  arrived  there  in 
1958. 

If  the  Ben-Zvi  Institute  after  1969 

is  not  the  one  that  existed  before 

1969,  then  the  current  incarnation 

of  the  institute  not  only  has  no  legal 

liability  for  its  missing  manuscripts  - 

it  also  has  no  claim  to  the  pride  of  its 

collection,  the  Aleppo  Codex. 

*** 

‘The  Deadly  Arrow 

of  His  Tongue’ 

In  May  of  this  year,  I was  invited 
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Image  courtesy  Israel  Coins  & Medals  Corp. 
obverse  of  the  2013  NS  1-ounce  gold  coin 
depicting  the  Shrine  of  the  Book  housing  the 
Aleppo  Codex. 
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to  speak  at  an  Aleppo  synagogue 
in  Flatbush.  Despite  the  energetic 
discussion  of  my  book  in  the  com- 
munity, it  was  the  first  time  I have 
been  invited  by  the  community  in 
America  to  speak  in  the  two  years 
since  the  book’s  publication. 

Some  in  the  Aleppo  community 
are  acutely  sensitive  to  the  details  of 
this  story,  which  is  understandable: 
Figures  who,  for  most  readers,  are 
merely  characters  in  a book  are,  for 
some  members  of  the  community, 
intimate  acquaintances  or  relatives. 
And  not  everyone  has  been  happy 
about  the  publication  of  this  story  by 
an  outsider. 

Resistance  to  the  invitation 
quickly  became  clear  to  the  organiz- 
ers after  the  date  had  been  set,  but 
the  synagogue  refused  to  cancel  the 
talk.  According  to  my  contacts  in  the 
community,  the  most  potent  back- 


lash was  coming  from  Benayahu’s 
family,  rather  than  from  Aleppo 
Jews:  While  the  Benayhu  family  is 
of  Iraqi,  rather  than  Syrian,  origin, 
it  retains  significant  influence  in  the 
Sephardic  world  both  in  Israel  and 
abroad  thanks  in  part  to  the  endur- 
ing reputation  of  Yitzhak  Nissim,  the 
former  Israeli  Sephardic  chief  rabbi, 
who  was  Benayahu’s  father. 

Not  long  before  I arrived,  a re- 
ligious leader  in  New  York’s  Sep- 
hardic community,  Shimon  Alouf, 
issued  a strongly  worded  legal 
opinion  excoriating  my  book  and 
forbidding  attendance  at  the  lecture. 
(Alouf  heads  an  Egyptian  synagogue 
in  Brooklyn.)  This  ruling,  the  rabbi 
wrote,  was  his  decision  “according 
to  halacha”  (underlined  in  the  origi- 
nal), which  he  made  after  having 
read  my  book. 

According  to  the  ruling,  which 
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consists  of  four  pages  of  dense  and 
flowery  Hebrew  with  numerous 
biblical  and  Talmudic  references,  I 
had  maliciously  libeled  a righteous 
man  - he  meant,  but  did  not  name, 
Benayahu  - after  his  death. 

It  was  not  enough  for  commu- 
nity members  “not  to  hear  him,”  he 
wrote,  referring  to  me,  “but  every- 
thing should  be  done  to  prevent  him 
from  visiting  this  city  and  shoot- 
ing therein  the  deadly  arrow  of  his 
tongue.”  (The  latter  turn  of  phrase  is 
from  Jeremiah  9:8.) 

Unlike  journalistic  articles,  reli- 
gious rulings  of  this  kind  apparently 
do  not  require  full  disclosure:  Alouf 
did  not  make  it  clear  to  readers  that 
he  has  personal  ties  to  the  Benayahu 
family,  and  neither,  it  appears,  did 
he  think  anyone  else  would  figure  it 
out. 

In  January  2012,  the  same  rabbi 
provided  an  enthusiastic  written  en- 
dorsement for  a prayer  book  edited 
by  Chanan  Benayahu,  the  son  of 
the  former  director  and  the  person 
currently  in  charge  of  the  family’s 
book  collection.  In  his  published 
endorsement,  the  rabbi  describes 
Chanan  Benayahu  as  “ yedidi , izi, 
ve-chavivi ,”  a hard-to-translate  triple 
synonym  in  Hebrew  for  a warm 
and  personal  variant  of  the  word 
“friend.” 

I asked  both  the  rabbi  and  the 
Benayahu  family  in  writing  if  the 
family  had  engineered  the  religious 


ruling;  neither  responded. 

The  talk  at  the  synagogue  drew  a 
decent  and  interested  crowd. 

The  Future  of  the  Codex 

Ezra  Kassin,  a resident  of  the  Tel 
Aviv  suburb  of  Holon  and  an  Israeli 
of  Aleppo  extraction,  is  the  person 
most  deeply  involved  in  the  ongoing 
efforts  to  move  ahead  with  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  codex  story. 

Kassin  hopes  for  an  official  state 
inquiry  with  power  of  subpoena, 
and  for  this  purpose  he  has  arranged 
several  meetings  with  members  of 
Knesset  at  which  I and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Aleppo  Codex  Under- 
ground have  been  present. 

No  one  has  proven  particularly 
eager  to  help  so  far,  though  one  law- 
maker - David  Rotem  of  the  Yisrael 
Beitenu  party  - was  caught  by  the 
local  equivalent  of  C-SPAN  read- 
ing the  Hebrew  edition  of  my  book 
in  the  Knesset.  (I  admittedly  do 
not  seem  to  have  his  full  attention; 
Rotem  is  simultaneously  checking 
his  cellphone.) 

Kassin  has  a plan  for  the  future  of 
the  manuscript,  for  which  he  hopes 
to  win  backing  from  the  Aleppo 
community. 

Ownership  of  the  codex,  he 
believes,  should  revert  in  some 
form  to  the  Aleppo  Jews.  The  cur- 
rent legal  arrangement  from  1 962 
granting  control  to  the  Ben-Zvi 
Institute  could  be  dissolved  in  court 
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on  two  grounds.  Firstly,  based  on 
the  institute’s  new  claim  to  have 
been  founded  only  in  1 969,  more 
than  a decade  after  the  codex  ar- 
rived there;  and  secondly,  based  on 
documents  that  Kassin,  I,  and  others 
have  on  our  computers  showing  that 
the  original  legal  arrangement  was 
based  on  a false  version  of  events.  I 
have  published  one  such  document 
here,  and  there  are  many  others. 

According  to  Kassin’s  plan,  a 
board  of  directors  made  up  of  lead- 
ers of  the  Aleppo  community  in 
Israel  and  abroad  would  become  the 
codex’s  guardians,  assuming  respon- 
sibility for  the  manuscript’s  well- 
being; they  would  meet  once  a year. 

This  board  would  also  be  in  charge 
of  investigating  the  affair  of  the 
missing  pages — preferably  through 
an  official  Israeli  commission  of 
inquiry,  and  if  not,  by  private  means. 
Rafi  Sutton,  the  former  Mossad  man, 
has  several  people  in  mind,  former 
agents  who  are  not  finding  their 
retirement  sufficiently  interesting. 

The  codex,  Kassin  believes, 
should  remain  in  Jerusalem,  on  the 
campus  of  the  Israel  Museum.  It 
should  not,  however,  remain  in  its 
current  location  in  the  basement 
of  the  Shrine  of  the  Book,  where 
it  is  overshadowed  by  the  Qumran 
scrolls. 

Instead,  a new  home  should  be 
constructed  next  door  for  the  perfect 
copy  of  the  Bible.  This  home  should 
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be  a precise  replica  of  the  Great 
Synagogue  of  Aleppo,  where  the 
codex  was  guarded  for  six  centuries. 
This  reconstructed  building  would 
serve  not  only  as  a monument  to  one 
of  Jewry’s  greatest  lost  communi- 
ties, but  also  as  a functioning  syna- 
gogue. The  damaged  codex  would 
be  kept  within  the  synagogue  where 
it  was  always  kept  - in  a small  grotto 
named  for  Elijah  the  Prophet.  One 
day,  perhaps,  the  missing  pages  will 
join  the  others  there. 

“The  Aleppo  Codex  was  never 
meant  to  be  a dead  museum  exhib- 
it,” Kassin  told  me  recently.  “It  must 
become,  once  again,  the  living  heart 
of  a living  community — of  the  com- 
munity of  Aleppo,  of  course,  but  in 
a broader  sense  of  the  Jewish  people 
and  the  world.”  rnj 

Matti  Friedman  is  the  author  of 
The  Aleppo  Codex:  In  Pursuit  of 
One  of  the  World’s  Most  Coveted, 
Sacred  and  Mysterious  Books,  which 
won  the  2014  Sami  Rohr  Prize,  the 
ALA  s Sophie  Brody  Medal,  and  the 
Canadian  Jewish  Book  Award  for 
history. 

Friedman  lives  in  Jerusalem,  and 
has  reported  for  the  Associated 
Press,  the  Jerusalem  Report,  and  the 
Times  of  Israel. 

This  article  first  appeared  in 
Tablet  Magazine,  which  is  a project 
ofNextbooklnc.  Copyright  © 2014 
Nextbook  Inc.  Reprinted  with  per- 
mission. All  rights  reserved. 
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By  Simcha  Kuritsky.  NLG 


A virtually  undocumented  and 

unexplored  area  of  Jewish  numis- 
matics are  silver  ingots  used  for  Pidyon 
HaBen,  redemption  of  the  firstborn  son. 

I have  acquired  six  of  these,  all  from  the 
Middle  East  and  produced  between  1850 
and  1950,  yet  have  found  no  descrip- 
tion of  these  in  numismatic  or  Judaica 
literature. 

The  Pidyon  HaBen  (Redemption  of  the 
Firstborn)  is  a ceremony  with  its  origins 
in  the  exodus  from  Egypt.  God  struck 
down  the  firstborn  of  Egypt,  but  spared 
those  of  the  Israelites. 

Thus,  all  firstborn  were  dedicated  to 
the  sacrificial  cult.  After  the  Golden  Calf 
incident,  God  instead  decided  the  tribe  of 


All  photos  courtesy  Simcha  Kuritsky 
A silver  ingot  from  Tunisia,  circa  1850, 
displays  a hamsa  between  two  birds  on  the 
obverse  and  two  fish  swimming  over  an  eye 
on  the  ingot  s reverse. 

Levi  would  serve  as  priests,  so  the  Isra- 
elites were  to  redeem  their  firstborn  sons 
from  the  priesthood  by  paying  kohanim 
(the  priestly  family  within  Levi)  five 
shekels  of  silver. 

Various  ingots  and  coins  have  been 
used  since  ancient  times.  The  sages  of 
the  Talmud  declared  that  the  Tyrean 
shekel  should  be  used  for  the  redemption 
ceremony.  A Tyrian  shekel  has  around 
12  grams  of  pure  silver,  so  five  would 
weigh  60  grams.  Over  the  last  century,  a 
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number  of  private  mints  have  produced 
shekel  tokens  for  pidyon  haben,  and  the 
State  of  Israel  minted  special  coins  from 
1970  to  1977  and  special  medals  since 
1982  for  this  expressed  purpose.  These 
have  a total  pure  silver  weight  of  95-120 
grams  (3-4  Troy  ounces)  for  five  shekels. 

However,  the  only  older  pidyon  haben 
pieces  documented  are  special  trays  on 
which  the  money  was  placed.  These 
often  contained  far  more  silver  than  five 
shekels,  and  portrayed  Abraham’s  sac- 
rifice of  Isaac  (generally  with  no  direct 
mention  of  pidyon  haben).  The  earliest 
reference  to  these  pidyon  haben  trays  is 
from  SeferMaril,  Amsterdam  1730.  It 
now  appears  that  Middle  Eastern  Jewish 
communities  produced  ingots  for  pidyon 
haben  up  until  World  War  II. 

Throughout  history,  Jews  have  used 
current  coinage  for  the  redemption 
ceremony.  After  World  War  II,  countries 
stopped  issuing  coins  in  silver,  so  private 
companies  issued  silver  medals  to  be 
used  instead.  However,  in  the  early  20th 
century,  there  were  lots  of  silver  coins 
available  to  Middle  Eastern  Jewish 
communities.  So  these  ingots  were  not 
produced  out  of  necessity,  but  out  of  a 
desire  to  commemorate  the  redemption. 

I was  told  that  these  ingots  were  kept 
within  the  family  and  were  not  for  com- 
mercial or  even  communal  use.  Many  of 
these  same  communities  produced  silver 
amulets  and  ritual  objects,  so  the  skill 
necessary  to  work  and  inscribe  silver 
existed. 

Probably  the  oldest  ingot  I have  seems 


to  be  from  around  1850  Tunisia.  The 
74  x 65  mm,  97-gram  pure  silver  plaque 
shows  a hamsa  (hand)  between  two  birds 
on  one  side,  and  two  fish  swimming 
over  a large  eye  on  the  other.  The  hamsa 
side  had  the  inscription  from  Numbers 
18:16  “And  you  shall  redeem  your  son 
from  a month  old  with  five  shekels  of  the 
sanctuary.” 

The  hamsa  was  originally  a pagan 
good  luck  symbol  that  was  subsequently 
adopted  by  Jews  and  Moslems.  Among 
Jews,  the  five  fingers  stand  for  the  Five 
Books  of  Moses,  but  could,  in  this 
context,  refer  to  the  five  shekels  of  the 
pidyon  haben.  The  eye  side  has  Genesis 
49:22,  popularly  used  on  amulets  for 
protection  against  the  Evil  Eye,  “Jo- 
seph is  a fruitful  vine,  a fruitful  vine 
by  a fountain;  its  branches  run  over  the 
wall.”  The  “by  a fountain”  can  also  be 
translated  as  “above  the  eye”,  and  Rabbi 
Yokhanan  in  Berakhot  20a  of  the  Talmud 
said  this  meant  that  Israel  is  immune  to 
the  Evil  Eye. 

Yokhanan  went  on  to  say  that  fish 
are  also  immune  to  the  Evil  Eye,  which 
explains  the  portrayal  of  two  fish  on  this 
plaque.  A 19th  century  Hanukka  lamp 
from  Tunis  portrays  a hamsa  flanked  by 
two  birds  very  similar  to  what  is  shown 
on  this  plaque. 

This  ingot,  produced  when  infant 
mortality  was  a real  concern,  treats  the 
redemption  as  a “ransom  from  the  Angel 
of  Death”  (. Zohar  1 14a),  with  amuletic 
inscriptions  against  the  Evil  Eye. 

Two  of  my  ingots  are  from  early  20th 

Continued 


25 


Silver  ingots  vary  in  crafted  artistry 


Two  Morocco  ingots 
from  the  early  20th 
century,  with  a leaf 
motif  border  at  left, 
and  at  right,  with  a 
square  border.  Both 
carry  the  inscription 
“God  will  bless  you 
and  guard  you  ’’from 
Numbers  6:24. 


Continued 

century  Morocco.  Both  are  rectangles 
and  thick,  and  some  of  the  inscription  is 
the  same,  but  the  style  of  lettering  dif- 
fers. Interestingly,  both  portray  similar 
styles  of  magen  Davids.  The  first  ingot 
measures  68  x 51  mm  and  weighs  125 
grams.  One  side  has  leaf  motif  border 
with  “five  shekels  for  pidyon  hahen ” 
in  two  Hebrew  lines  with  a leaf  pat- 
tern dividing  them.  The  other  side  has  a 
curlicue  border  with  Numbers  6:24  “God 
will  bless  you  and  guard  you”  from  the 
Priestly  Blessing.  The  name  of  God  is 
represented  by  the  letter  heh  with  magen 
Davids  on  either  side.  The  magen  Da- 
vids have  little  triangles  drawn  in  the  six 
comers  and  a central  hexagon  to  give  the 
impression  of  thickness. 

The  second  Moroccan  ingot  mea- 
sures 69  x 47  mm  and  weighs  only  99.4 
grams.  Both  sides  have  the  same  square 
border.  One  side  has  the  same  Numbers 
6:24  “God  will  bless  you  and  guard  you” 
inscription  as  the  top  line,  the  same 


“for  pidyon  haben ” in  the  center  line, 
and  “in  a good  constellation”  ( b ’mazal 
tov)  as  the  bottom  line.  The  other  side 
has  in  three  lines  part  of  Numbers  18:16 
“You  shall  redeem  those  a month  old 
[for]  five  shekels.”  The  same  style  of 
magen  David  flanks  the  word  “month.” 

The  two  ingots  I have  from  early  20th 
century  Persia  are  larger  and  have  been 
repurposed.  They  both  portray  different 
styles  of  magen  Davids,  two  fish,  but 
one  shows  grape  clusters  and  the  other  a 
hamsa. 

Most  Persian  silver  goods  are  pro- 
duced on  a .840  fine  standard.  Any  hall- 
marks that  may  have  been  on  these  in- 
gots have  been  obliterated.  The  reverses 
of  both  pieces  show  ornate  engravings  of 
flowers  and  geometric  patterns. 

The  first  ingot  was  originally  a ciga- 
rette case,  but  now  has  been  soldered 
shut.  It  measures  77  x 102  mm  and 
weighs  156.7  grams  (if  it  is  .840  fine, 
this  would  contain  131  grams  or  4.2 

Continued 
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Two  silver  Pidyon  HaBen 
ingots  from  Persia  date 
back  about  a century.  At 
right,  a silver  ingot  that 
was  once  cigaret  case 
(since  soldered  shut). 
Below,  a silver  ingot  that 
may  once  have  been  a lid 
for  a box. 


Continued 

Troy  ounces  of  pure  silver).  There  is  a 
fancy  frame  around.  At  top  is  Numbers 
6:24  “God  will  bless  you  and  guard 
you.”  Like  the  Moroccan  ingots,  the 
name  of  God  is  represented  by  a large 
heh.  Next  is  a large  magen  David  with 
God’s  name  Shaday  in  the  central  hexa- 
gon. Fish,  a popular  fertility  symbol, 
flank  the  magen  David . 

In  the  center  is  pidyon  haben.  Beneath 
that  in  the  center  is  a hamsa  with  heh  in 
a circle  on  the  palm,  and  on  either  side  is 
the  inscription  “in  a good  constellation,” 
just  like  on  the  second  Moroccan  ingot. 
Along  the  bottom  is  the  value  “five 
shekels”  with  khamisha  for  five,  and  not 
khameshet  from  the  Biblical  verse. 

The  second  ingot  may  have  originally 
been  a box  lid.  It  measures  99  x 74  mm 
and  weighs  129.5  grams  (if  .840  fine, 
this  would  contain  108.8  grams  or  3.5 
Troy  ounces  pure  silver).  The  top  left 
and  right  comers  have  grape  clusters  of 
12  and  13  grapes.  Between  is  a curved 
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pidyon  haben.  In  the  center  is  Numbers 
6:24  “God  will  bless  you  and  guard 
you”  with  God’s  name  represented  as 
a large  heh  inside  a magen  David  in  a 
circle.  This  magen  David  is  more  care- 
fully drawn  than  the  others.  It  consists 
of  two  interlocking  triangles  where  the 
upward  pointing  triangle  is  shaded.  On 
either  side  are  fish.  Along  bottom  in 
two  lines  is  part  of  Numbers  18:16  “You 
shall  redeem  those  a month  old  [for]  five 
shekels”  - again  using  khamisha  for  five. 

Last  is  the  largest  engraved  pidyon  ha- 
ben plaque.  This  one  is  scallop  shaped, 
thinner  than  the  others  but  measures  99 
x 1 14  mm  at  its  widest  and  highest.  It 
weighs  102  grams. 

I bought  it  from  an  amulet  dealer  in 
Jaffa  who  bought  it  from  an  estate  and, 
unfortunately,  did  not  know  the  prov- 
enance. One  side  shows  a thick  magen 
David  with  a heh  in  the  center.  Beneath 
is  Exodus  34:20  “All  the  firstborn  of 

Continued 


Ingot  symbols  carry  positive  message 


The  largest  of  the 
author ’s  collection  of 
Pidyon  HaBen  silver 
pieces  is  a plaque  99 
mm  x 115  mm  with 
a Biblical  passage 
from  Malachi  3:24. 


Continued 

your  sons  you  shall  redeem.”  Above  is 
another  Biblical  passage  (Malachi  3:24) 
“And  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fa- 
thers to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the 
children  to  their  fathers. . a reference 
to  messianic  times,  but  not  normally  as- 
sociated with  pidyon  hahen.  It  may  link 
the  child’s  redemption  with  the  future  re- 
demption of  Zion,  and  possibly  creation 
of  the  State  of  Israel. 

The  other  side  shows  a hamsa  very 
similar  to  the  one  on  the  first  plaque  but 
with  a fancy  letter  shin  inscribed  on  the 
palm,  which  probably  stands  for  Shaday , 
an  ancient  name  of  God.  At  the  bottom 
of  the  hamsa  are  two  fish,  similar  to 
two  of  the  previous  ingots.  Above  is  the 
inscription  based  on  Psalm  137:6  “I  raise 
Jerusalem  to  my  highest  joy.” 

The  original  psalm  uses  the  six-letter 
spelling  of  Jerusalem  (not  the  seven- 
letter  used  spelling  here  and  in  common 
use  today)  and  the  preposition  al  (above) 
instead  of  el  (to).  It’s  not  clear  if  these 
changes  were  accidental  or  intentional. 

The  use  of  a hamsa  implies  a North 
African  origin,  and  this  plaque  could  be 


Tunisian  like  the  first  one. 

It  is  interesting  that  so  many  of  these 
ingots  use  the  hexagram,  originally  a 
Muslim  good  luck  symbol  (the  seal  of 
Solomon). 

It  was  not  until  after  World  War  One 
that  the  Middle  Eastern  Jewish  commu- 
nities had  more  interaction  with  Europe- 
an Jewry  and  thus  became  familiar  with 
the  hexagram’s  use  as  a Jewish  symbol 
(the  shield  of  David). 

It  is  not  surprising  that  most  include 
one  of  the  redemption  verses  from  the 
Torah , or  part  of  the  Priestly  Blessing, 
since  a priest  (koheyn)  takes  the  five 
shekels  and  recites  the  blessing  from 
Numbers  in  the  redemption  ceremony. 
While  the  heh  stands  for  HaShem  (God) 
in  these  inscriptions,  it  also  stands  for  the 
five  shekels  of  silver,  having  the  numeric 
value  of  five. 

These  six  ingots  represent  a rare  form 
of  folk  art.  Since  they  were  all  engraved 
by  hand  and  kept  within  the  family,  it  is 
possible  that  hundreds  of  like  items  may 
exist.  Hopefully,  with  more  publicity, 
some  may  make  it  into  the  numismatic 
or  Judaica  marketplace,  nu 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


website:  www. pancoins  org 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  coin  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free)  You  will  receive  our  journal,  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a free  electronic  newsletter 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center.  209  Mall  Blvd,  Monroeville,  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy,  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion 


PAN 

1985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
White  Oak.  PA  15131 


email:  pancoins@gmall  com 
@pancolnsPAN 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collectingof 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6 times  a year. 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 

ltw  Abraham  and  Marian  Sotacr  ('o:lcs non 
at  the  American  Nunutmatu  Society 
and  the  Uraafl  Muietim 

Volume  I 


ASCII  NT  i «ns*  is  so*  r h on  li  Ml  m I HTONI » 


Coins  of  the 
Land: 

The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 

Hardcover,  z Volumes, 

Vol.  l:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp„  238  plates 
ISBN:  978  089722  283  9 (complete  2 volume  set) 
List  Price:  US  $190 
ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 
Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 
(ACNAC  8)  2013 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 

^5  ■ 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Yaakov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 
Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  117 


75  VarickSt.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 
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David  Hendin’s  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  • P.O.  Box  805  • Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


^IRA  & LARRY^, 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 

major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  • Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  • (800)  978-2646  • Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 

www.rosenblumcoins.com  - bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a bimonthly  journal,  has  a library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel /'  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a member  of  AINA 
to  get  a special  deal. 
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Synagogue 

Renewed 

2014  gold  20  New  Sheqalim 

CELEBRATES  EiURVA  SYNAGOGUE 


One  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent edifices  on  the 
Jerusalem  landscape, 
the  Hurva  Synagogue  in  the  Jew- 
ish Quarter  of  the  Old  City  of 
Jerusalem  is  visited  by  tourists 
from  all  over  the  world.  Its  dome 
overlooks  a splendid  panoramic 
view  of  Jerusalem  while  its  dra- 
matic story  is  linked  to  the  turbu- 
lent history  of  the  people  of  Israel 
in  the  Land  of  Israel,  over  the  past 
300  years. 

Early  in  the  1 8th  century,  a 


group  of  European  immigrants 
led  by  Rabbi  Yehuda  Elasid  pur- 
chased the  land  with  the  intention 
of  building  a Synagogue  in  Jeru- 
salem. After  the  Rabbi’s  death, 
the  building  remained  unfinished 
and  on  October  27,  1721,  it  was 
burned  down  by  rioting  Arabs. 
From  that  time,  it  became  known 
as  the  Hurva  (Hebrew  for  “Ruin”) 
of  Rabbi  Yehuda  HaHasid. 

Almost  100  years  after  it  was 
destroyed,  followers  of  the  Gaon 

Continued 
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Synagogue 

DESTROYED 
BY  WAR 
REBUILT 

IN  2010 


Above:  A 1948  photograph  shows  an  Arab 
Legion  soldier  within  the  ruins  of  the 
Hurva  Synagogue  after  the  Legion  blew 
it  up.  Behind  him,  remnants  of  the  eastern 
wall  show  a painted  fresco  of  Mount  Sinai 
and  two  arched  tablets  symbolising  the  Ten 
Commandments. 

At  right:  The  Israel  Coins  and  Medals 
Corporation  (formerly  Israel  Government 
Coins  and  Medals  Corporation)  sent  out 
the  2014/5774  Greetings  Tokens,  featur- 
ing the  Hurva  Synagogue,  free  along  with 
any  orders  received  in  January  2014.  If 
you  missed  out,  it  can  be  ordered  for  $12 
at  www.israelmint.com. 


Continued 

of  Vilna  managed  to  obtain  a 
license  from  the  Turkish  authori- 
ties in  Kushta,  annulling  previous 
debts  and  permitting  the  rebuild- 
ing of  the  synagogue,  which  was 
inaugurated  in  1864. 

The  Synagogue  became  the 
center  of  Jewish  spiritual  life  in 
the  Land  of  Israel  and  the  center 
of  life  in  the  Jewish  Quarter  of  the 

Continued 
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Synagogue  beautfully  restored 


Above:  The  restored 
exterior  of  the  Hurva 
Synagogue. 

At  right:  The  Hurva 
Synagogue  s restored 
interior. 


Continued 

Old  City  of  Jerusalem. 

Tragically,  the  beautiful  building 
was  to  be  destroyed  once  again  in 
1948  by  the  Jordanian  Legion  and 
all  that  remained  was  the  founda- 
tion and  some  columns. 

After  the  Six  Day  War  in  1967, 
the  ruins  of  the  Hurva  became  an 
archeological  site  and  the  famous 


arch  of  the  Synagogue  that  had 
been  rebuilt,  became  a prominent 
symbol  of  renewed  Jewish  settle- 
ment in  the  Jewish  Quarter  of  the 
Old  City. 

In  2002,  the  Government  of 
Israel  announced  the  decision  to 
rebuild  the  Hurva  Synagogue.  The 
rebuilt  Synagogue  was  completed 
in  20 1 0 and  now  serves  again,  raj 
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At  last  there  is  a coin  dealer  in  the  USA  that  will 
help  you  acquire  new  silver  and  gold  coins,  and 
medals  from  Israel—  officially  issued  by  the  Bank 
of  Israel  and  the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corp. 


Modern  Coin  Wholesale  offers  you  low  prices, 
complimented  by  fast  and  friendly  service. 

C.W, 

Modern  Coin  Wholesale 

You  are  invited  to  call  (855)  907-2646,  email 
sales@moderncoinwholesale.com,  visit 
www.moderncoinwholesale.com,  or  write  to 
us  at  Modern  Coin  Wholesale,  Post  Office  Box 
110159,  Lakewood  Ranch,  FL  34211.  Please 
indicate  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Shekel. 
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The  2014  Jewish-Amefucan  Hall  of  Fame 

HONOREES  ARE  U.S.  JEWISH  CHAPLAINS  RABBI 

Jacob  Frankel  & Rabbi  Alexander  Goode 


The  Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame 
is  the  longest  continuing  series  of 
art  medals  being  produced  in  America. 

Launched  in  1969,  its  2014  medal, 
honoring  United  States  Chaplains, 
features  Rabbi  Jacob  Frankel,  the  first 
U.S.  military  Jewish  Chaplain,  and  Rabbi 
Alexander  Goode,  along  with  the  other 
Immortal  Four  Chaplains.  The  medals 
were  designed  by  Eugene  Daub,  one  of 
America’s  most  renowned  sculptors. 


Above:  The  Four  Chaplains  medal  portrays 
on  one  side  the  Rabbi  Jacob  Frankel,  the  first 
Jewish  Chaplain  to  serve  in  the  U.S.  military. 
Eugene  Daub  designed  and  sculpted  both  the 
Frankel  and  Four  Chaplains  art  on  the  Four 
Chaplains  medal  for  the  JAHF. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Jews 
could  not  serve  as  chaplains  in  the  U.S. 
armed  forces.  When  the  war  commenced 
in  1 861 , Jews  enlisted  in  both  the  Union 
and  Confederate  armies.  The  Northern 
Congress  adopted  a bill  in  July  of  1 861 

Continued 
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Pastor  pioneers  gave  equality  to  all 


Rabbi  Jacob  Frankel  s Chaplaincy 
Certificate,  signed  by  President 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


Continued 

that  permitted  each  regiment’s  com- 
mander, on  a vote  of  his  field  officers,  to 
appoint  a regimental  chaplain  so  long  as 
he  was  “a  regularly  ordained  minister  of 
some  Christian  denomination.” 

Hoping  to  create  a test . . . Colonel  Max 
Friedman  and  the  officers  of  the  Cam- 
eron’s Dragoons  then  elected  an  ordained 
rabbi,  the  Reverend  Arnold  Fischel  of 
New  York’s  Congregation  Shearith  Israel, 
to  serve  as  regimental  chaplain-designate. 
When  Fischel,  a Dutch  immigrant,  applied 
for  certification  as  chaplain,  the  Secretary 
of  War . . . complied  with  the  law  and 
rejected  Fischel’s  application. 

Fischel’s  rejection  stimulated  Ameri- 
can Jewry  to  action.  Armed  with  letters 
of  introduction  from  Jewish  and  non- 


Rabbi  Arnold  Fischel 


Jewish  political  leaders,  Fischel  met  on 
December  11, 1861  with  President  Lin- 
coln to  press  the  case  for  Jewish  chaplains. 
Fischel  explained  to  Lincoln  that,  unlike 
many  others  who  were  waiting  to  see  the 

Continued 
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Rabbi  Frankel  broke  Civil  War  barrier 


* 


The  Four  Chaplains  portrayed  by  Eugene  Daub  on  the 
2014  Jewish  American  Hall  of  Fame  medal. 


Continued 

president  that  day,  he  came  not 
to  seek  political  office,  but  to 
“contend  for  the  principle  of 
religious  liberty,  for  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  Jewish 
community,  and  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Jewish  volunteers.” 

According  to  Fischel,  Lincoln 
asked  questions  about  the  chap- 
laincy issues,  “hilly  admitted 
the  justice  of  my  remarks  ...  and 
agreed  that  something  ought 
to  be  done  to  meet  this  case.” 

Lincoln  promised  Fischel  that  he 
would  submit  a new  law  to  Con- 
gress “broad  enough  to  cover 
what  is  desired  by  you  in  behalf 
of  the  Israelites.” 

Lincoln  kept  his  word,  and  seven 
months  later,  on  July  17, 1862,  Congress 
finally  adopted  Lincoln’s  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  chaplaincy  law  to  allow  “the 
appointment  of  brigade  chaplains  of  the 
Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish  religions.” 
Historian  Bertram  Kom  concluded, 
“Because  there  were  Jews  in  the  land  who 
cherished  the  equality  granted  them  in  the 
Constitution,  the  practice  of  that  equality 
was  assured,  not  only  for  Jews,  but  for  all 
minority  religious  groups. 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  law  changed,  the 
Board  of  Ministers  of  the  Hebrew  Con- 
gregations of  Philadelphia  requested  a 
Jewish  hospital  chaplain.  Philadelphia  was 
becoming  “a  central  depository  for  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers,”  and  two  soldiers 
of  Jewish  faith  had  already  died  without 


benefit  of  clergy. 

There  are  many  stories  of  bravery 
among  the  American  Military  during 
World  War  II,  but  few  have  captured  the 
imagination  and  admiration  of  Americans 
more  than  the  Four  Chaplains. 

The  Dorchester  left  New  York  on 
January  23, 1943,  en  route  to  Greenland, 
carrying  the  four  chaplains  and  approxi- 
mately 900  others,  as  part  of  a convoy  of 
three  ships. 

During  the  early  morning  hours  of 
February  3, 1943,  at  12:55  a.m.,  the  vessel 
was  torpedoed  by  a German  submarine  off 
Newfoundland  in  the  North  Atlantic.  The 
torpedo  knocked  out  the  Dorchester’s 
electrical  system,  leaving  the  ship  dark. 
Panic  set  in  among  the  men  on  board, 
many  of  them  trapped  below  decks.  The 
chaplains  sought  to  calm  the  men  and 

Continued 
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4 CHAPLAINS  MADE  ULTIMATE  SACRIFICE 


A painting  at  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  Historian  s Office  recalls  the  1943  sinking  of 
the  S.S.  Dorchester  en  route  from  New  York  City  to  Greenland.  About  230  of  the  904  men 
aboard  the  Dorchester  were  rescued;  the  Four  Chaplains  helped  many  to  the  lifeboats 
and  ultimately  gave  up  their  own  lifejackets  when  supplies  ran  out. 


organize  an  orderly  evacuation  of  the  ship. 
As  lifejackets  were  passed  out  to  the  men, 
the  supply  ran  out.  The  chaplains  removed 
their  own  lifejackets  and  gave  them  to 
others.  They  also  helped  as  many  men  as 
they  could  into  lifeboats,  and  then  linked 
arms  and,  saying  prayers  and  singing 
hymns,  went  down  with  the  ship. 

“As  I swam  away  from  the  ship,  I 
looked  back.  The  flares  had  lighted  ev- 
erything. The  bow  came  up  high  and  she 
slid  under.  The  last  thing  I saw,  the  Four 
Chaplains  were  up  there  praying  for  the 
safety  of  the  men.  They  had  done  every- 
thing they  could.  I did  not  see  them  again. 
They  themselves  did  not  have  a chance 
without  their  life  jackets.  ” 


Rabbi  Alexander  D.  Goode  (Ph.D.)  was 
bom  in  Brooklyn,  New  York  on  May  10, 
191 1,  the  son  of  a rabbi.  He  was  raised  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  later  studied  for 
the  rabbinate  at  Hebrew  Union  College, 
where  he  received  a B.H.  degree  in  1937, 
followed  by  a Ph.D.  from  Johns  Hopkins 
University  in  1940. 

After  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  in 
1941,  Rabbi  Goode  applied  to  the  Army, 
receiving  his  appointment  as  a chaplain 
on  July  21, 1942.  Chaplain  Goode  went 
on  active  duty  on  August  9, 1942,  and 
was  selected  for  the  Chaplains  School  at 
Harvard  University. 

In  October  1942,  Goode  was  transferred 
to  Camp  Myles  Standish  in  Taunton, 
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1960  MEDAL  FROM  ACT  OF  CONGRESS 


The  1960  Four  Chaplains  ’Medal,  approved  by  a unanimous  act  of  Congress,  July  14,  1960. 


Continued 


Massachusetts  and  reunited  with 
Chaplains  John  Washington,  a Catholic 
priest;  Clark  Poling,  a Dutch  Reformed 
minister;  and  George  Fox,  a Methodist 
minister — all  of  whom  were  Goode’s 
classmates  at  Harvard. 

On  December  19, 1944,  all  four 
chaplains  were  posthumously  award- 
ed the  Purple  Heart  and  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Cross.  In  addition,  the 
Four  Chaplains’  Medal,  was  approved 
by  a unanimous  act  of  Congress  on 
July  14, 1960,  through  Public  law  86- 
656  of  the  86th  Congress. 

The  medals  were  presented  posthu- 
mously to  the  next  of  kin  of  each  of 
the  Four  Chaplains  by  Secretary  of  the 
Army  Wilber  M.  Brucker  at  Ft.  Myer, 
Virginia  on  January  18, 1961.  mi 


Bibliography:  The  Fight  for  Jewish  Chaplains 
chapter  in  “Blessings  of  Freedom,  ” by 
Michael  Feldberg  Ph.D.,  www.military.com; 
www. en.wikipedia/org/wiki/Four  Chaplains. 


Chapel  of  the  Four  Chaplains  mural,  ‘old’ 
Philadelphia  Naval  Base,  Grace  Baptist 
Church  of  Blue  Bell. 
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1st  Jewish 
Military  Medal 

WAS  ISSUED  IN  WWI 


The  Eretz  Israel  Volunteers  Medal,  produced  in  1918. 


Photos  courtesy  historama.com 


By  Alex  Ben-Arieh 


The  extremely  rare  “Eretz 
Israel  Volunteers  Medal”  was 
awarded  in  1 9 1 8 to  Jewish  volunteers 
from  Palestine-Eretz  Israel  on  the  eve 
of  their  departure  to  join  the  Jewish 
Battalions  (i.e.  the  Jewish  Legion; 
specifically  the  40th  Royal  Fusiliers), 
which  fought  in  Palestine  under  Brit- 
ish General  Allenby. 

The  medal  depicts  “Bat  Zion” 
(Daughter  of  Zion  - symbolic  of  the 
Jewish  People)  freeing  herself  from 
Roman  captivity,  with  the  legend  be- 
neath “Judea  the  Freed,”  and  the  mak- 


er-mark of  “Bezalel”  on  the  obverse, 
and  a Kabbalistic  symbol  surmounted 
by  the  legend  “For  the  Volunteers  of 
the  Nation  in  Eretz  Israel”  and  the 
Hebrew  date  1849  (i.e.  1912  BCE) 
on  the  reverse  - probably  a reference 
to  the  birth  date  of  Rebecca,  daugh- 
ter of  Bethuel  ibn  Nahor,  wife  of  the 
Prophet  Isaac,  and  mother  of  Jacob. 

Although  seldom  encountered  and 
not  a standard  catalogued  item,  there 
is  a very  precise  account  of  its  issue 
in  Ever  HaDeni’s  book  “A  Nation  in 

Continued 
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Jewish  medal  counters  'Judaea  Capta' 


Photos  courtesy  Numismatic  Ars  Classica 

The  design  of  the  Eretz  Israel  Volunteers  Medal  is  the  antithesis  of  Judaea  Capta  coins 
such  as  this  sestertius  issued  by  Vespasian  in  71  CE. 


Continued 

its  Wars”  (published  in  1948): 

“In  mid  June- July  [month  ofTammuz, 
1918]  there  was  organized  a large  as- 
sembly at  the  ruins  of  the  home  of  Rabbi 
Yehuda  the  Chasid  in  Jerusalem,  with  the 
participation  of  James  Rothschild  and  his 
escort  Lieutenant  Lipsy.  The  son  of  the 
Baron  [Rothschild]  delivered  a speech  on 
the  importance  of  the  Hebrew  [i.e  Jew- 
ish] Battalion  which  would  fight  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  the  British.  After  him, 
spoke  Lipsy  and  the  Rabbi  Harelp,  who 
said:  “Who  is  the  G-d  fearing  and  good 
hearted  man  who  will  go  forth  and  return 
to  his  home. 

People  distributed  fliers  sponsored 
by  the  Battalion  committee  with  the 
cry  ‘Long  Live  the  Hebrew  Battalion.  ’ 
From  sixty  men,  close  to  40  enlisted  as 
did  1 7-  year-olds  and  teachers  from  the 
Boys’  School.  Fathers  took  with  them 
their  sons;  mothers  sent  their  children  to 
enlist  and  brides  sent  their  husbands.  The 
Yemenite  community  sent  upwards  of  50 


people  (from  Jerusalem);  and  volunteers 
from  the  religious  Yeshivot  also  came. 

On  4 July  1918  in  the  morning,  after 
the  departure  ceremony,  the  volunteers 
were  issued  a Bezalel-made  medal  on 
which  was  stamped,  ‘Bat  Zion  Who 
Broke  the  Chains  of  Exile  ’ - and  depict- 
ing the  Roman  running  away  from  her. 
At  12  o ’clock  the  volunteers  set  out 
by  train,  accompanied  by  a crowd  of 
10,000  people.  ” 

This  medal  represents  the  first 
military  medal  ever  issued  by  Jews 
for  Jews,  commemorating  mili- 
tary service  for  Israel.  The  British 
conquered  Jerusalem  in  December 
1917,  although  northern  and  south- 
ern Palestine  were  still  in  Ottoman- 
Turkish  hands  at  this  time.  There 
was  no  central  government  and 
so  the  issuance  of  this  medal  can 
be  seen  as  “official”  even  if  only 
within  the  Jewish  community  of 
Palestine,  ini 
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IDF  HAT  MEDALS 


By  V.  Bernshtam,  S.  Shalev,  r.  Lubman 


Historically,  all  hat  badges  of 
the  Israel  Defense  Forces 
(IDF)  were  made  of  either  struck 
or  cast  metal,  except  for  the  first 
cap  badge,  which  was  made 
from  fabric  by  the  American  firm 
“Hitelmacher”  in  1948. 

Generally,  manufacturer’s  marks 
were  not  put  on  the  badges,  with 
the  exception  being  that  of  Mil- 
man  Mihsafa  on  an  early  Air 
Force  cap  badge.  At  present,  many 
badges  are  made  in  the  Far  East, 
particularly  in  China. 

In  order  to  determine  the  cor- 
relation between  the  manufacture 
period  hat  and  the  alloy  composi- 


All  photos  provided  by  authors 
An  Israel  Defense  Force  medical  service 
cockade  of  nickel,  above  left,  and  above 
right,  a copper  and  aluminum  old  police 
cap  badge. 

tion  of  IDF  badges,  we  carried  out 
measurements  to  determine  the 
material  from  which  they  were 
made. 

The  measurements  were  per- 
formed by  the  X-Ray  Fluores- 
cence (XRF)  ED  instrument 
NITON  XL  3TM  900  - for  the 
analyses  we  used  a beam  size 
3 mm  in  diameter,  which  has  a 
rather  high  precision  for  metal 
samples.  We  checked  this  preci- 

Continued 
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Alloys  of  hat  badges  similar  to  coins 


Above  left:  A General  staff  hat  badge  of  the  IDF  made  of  brass  with  a nickel  sword,  and 
above  right:  An  old  Civil  Defense  hat  badge  of  brass  with  nickel-silver  overhead  panel. 


Continued 

sion  using  several  certified  alloys 
similar  to  the  studied  objects. 

In  all  cases,  the  absolute  er- 
rors were  determined  to  be  not 
higher  than  about  one  percent  for 
concentration  regions  of  30  to  50 
percent. 

For  the  study,  we  used  specially 
selected  samples  from  the  per- 
sonal collections  of  Guy  Shapiro, 
Roman  Lubman,  and  Vladimir 
Bemshtam.  The  total  number  of 
analyzed  badges  is  400  and  the 
results  of  these  measurements  are 
summarized  below. 

Most  IDF  hat  badges  are  made 
of  brass  (a  copper  alloy  containing 
from  10  to  50  percent  zinc).  With 
increasing  zinc  concentration  the 
color  of  brass  changes  from  red  to 


light  yellow.  Many  of  the  alloys 
used  are  similar  to  alloys  used  in 
coin  planchets. 

In  addition  to  brass  for  hat 
badges,  several  alloys  of  copper 
are  sometimes  used:  nickel  silver 
(German  silver),  cunife  (an  alloy 
of  copper  with  nickel  and  iron), 
etc.  In  rare  cases,  almost  pure  iron 
is  used  (tactical  intelligence  cock- 
ades, the  education  service,  and 
other  recent  issues),  nickel  (medi- 
cal service  cockade,  copper  and 
aluminum  (and  old  police  badge. 
The  authors  also  know  of  a cast 
artillery-badge  made  of  an  alloy 
of  lead  and  tin. 

Basically,  badges  are  made  from 
a single  metal  or  alloy,  but  there 
are  a few  bimetallic  hat  badges. 

Continued 
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IDF  CAP  BADGE  DESIGNS  CHANGE  LITTLE 


Continued 

There  is  a General  Staff  badge 
of  brass  with  a nickel  silver 
sword,  the  old  civil  defense  badge 
of  brass  with  a nickel  silver  over- 
head panel  and  also  a brass  badge 
of  the  arms  of  ordinance  corps 
with  a nickel  silver  bomb. 

There  is  also  an  old  civil  defense 
brass  badge  with  a shield  made  of 
the  same  brass  as  the  badge. 

Brass  IDF  badges  are  usually 
painted,  but  some  do  not  have  any 
cover  and  maintain  the  natural 
color  of  brass.  Navy  badges,  are 
or  gilded  or  have  a natural  yellow 
color  of  the  alloy. 

The  first  Air  Force  badge  was 
made  of  brass  and  was  silver-coat- 
ed Subsequently,  the  Air  Force 
badges  were  made  of  nickel- 
copper  alloys,  and  have  a natural 
silver-like  color. 


The  precise  manufacture  date 
of  most  IDF  cap  badges  is  not 
known,  but  these  items  are  typi- 
cally used  for  decades.  A change 
in  the  phrasing  of  the  forces  name 
on  cockade,  which  occurred  in 
1990,  provides  an  opportunity 
to  distinguish  “old”  (pre-1990) 
from  “new”  (post- 1990)  badges. 
Prior  to  1990,  the  Hebrew  definite 
article  (“ha-”)  was  not  used  (Fig. 

7) ,  but  appears  in  later  issues  (Fig. 

8)  [3], 

Air  Force  (“Heil  ha-Avir”)  and 
Navy  (“Heil  Ha- Yam”)  cockades 
always  employ  the  definite  article. 
However,  in  the  old  version  of  the 
Air  Force  badge  the  name  of  the 
corps  is  written  with  a single  letter 
“vav”,  while  the  new  version  has 
a double  letter.  This  change  allows 
an  easy  differentiation  between 

Continued 
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Alloy  content  of  badges  did  change 


A change  in  the  phrasing  of  the  force  s name  on  the  hat  cockade,  which  occurred 
in  1990,  provides  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  “old”  (pre-1990)  from  “new” 
(post-1990)  badges.  Prior  to  1990,  the  Hebrew  definite  article  (“ha-”)  was  not 
used,  above  left,  but  appears  on  later  issues,  above  right. 

Continued 


badges  made  before  and  after 
1990. 

In  order  to  determine  the  cor- 
relation between  the  manufacture 
period  and  their  material  alloy,  we 
carried  out  an  analysis  the  metal 
contents  of  different  hat  badges. 

It  was  found  that  the  average 
zinc  content  in  brass  cap  badges  is 
34.2  percent  for  “old”  issues  and 
30.5  percent  for  “new”  versions. 

In  the  results  for  “new”  cap 
badges,  we  excluded  the  measure- 
ments of  cap  badges  with  a zinc 
content  of  37  to  39  percent  with  a 
similar  black  coating,  which  were, 
in  all  appearances,  produced  re- 
cently by  the  same  manufacturer. 

The  estimated  time  of  issuance 
of  these  cap  badges  can  be  defined 
as  the  years  2005  to  2012.  This 
date  range  relies  on  the  fact  that 


cap  badges  of  military  chaplaincy 
only  went  into  production  in  2005. 

In  addition,  a military  chap- 
laincy cap  badge  containing  72 
percent  zinc  was  excluded  from 
consideration.  After  the  aforemen- 
tioned cap  badges  were  excluded, 
the  measurement  results  of  the 
remaining  105  “new”  cap  badges 
were  processed. 

The  statistical  analysis  was 
improved  by  carrying  out  mea- 
surements on  externally  identical 
cap  badges,  which  did  not  always 
turn  out  made  of  the  same  alloy. 
We  also  investigated  53  pieces  of 
“old”  cap  badges. 

Analysis  of  the  distribution  of 
badges’  zinc  content  reveals  the 
statistical  likelihood  of  finding  an 
“old”  badge  made  from  an  alloy 
with  34  percent  or  more  of  zinc  or 
more  is  0.65  and  for  “new”  badges 

Continued 
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Alloy  changes  useful  in  numismatics 


Medals  of  the  Jerusalem  marches  have  the  exact  date  of  manufacture,  allowing  the  au- 
thors to  conduct  detailed  analyses  of  the  changing  alloy  content  used  over  time. 


Continued 

is  0.15.  Separately,  we  analyzed 
badges  made  between  1948  and 
1970  (a  total  of  60  pieces).  The 
analysis  of  the  measurements 
showed  that  only  in  one  badge 
was  the  zinc  content  less  than  30 
percent  and  that  exception  was  at 
29  percent. 

More  than  half  of  the  cap  badges 
of  the  investigated  period  contain 
35  to  37  percent  zinc. 

In  addition,  medals  of  the  Jeru- 
salem marches,  which  have  the 
exact  date  of  manufacture,  were 
put  at  our  disposal.  Between  1973 
to  1978  these  were  made  of  brass 
with  a zinc  content  of  36  to  37 
percent. 

In  our  opinion,  this  is  another 
argument  in  favor  of  concluding 
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that  the  “old”  brass  products,  or- 
dered by  the  IDF,  used  brass  with 
a higher  content  of  zinc. 

Thus,  some  relations  between 
content  and  time  of  production 
are  established  for  badges.  These 
relations  are  typical  for  studies  of 
archaeological  objects  and  coins. 

In  conclusion:  There  is  no 
unique  relationship  between  the 
date  of  manufacture  of  hat  badges 
and  the  composition  of  the  alloy 
(brass);  and  the  “old”  badges,  in 
most  cases,  were  made  of  brass, 
with  a zinc  percentage  higher  than 
the  “new”  badges.  IDJ 

The  authors  are  grateful  to  S.S. 
Shilstein  for  XRF  measurements 
and  for  useful  comments,  and  sug- 
gestions that  helped  us  to  improve 
the  present  work. 
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